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Copy Reduced to 72% from original to fit letter page

by Larry Chowning

Family and friends of Evaleigh 
Estes presented a surprise drive-by 
birthday parade Sunday for the 
95-year-old at her home on Syringa 
Road in Wake.

More than 30 vehicles, including 
two Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Office patrol cars and a Hartfield 
Volunteer Fire Department fire truck, 
were part of the birthday parade that 
started at Freeshade Community 
Center at 4 p.m. Sunday.

Evaleigh was seated under a tent 
at the end of her driveway as cars 

Vol. 125, No. 14                                                           Urbanna, Virginia 23175  •  July 2, 2020                                                      Two Sections • 75¢                                                  

SSentinel.com
Serving Middlesex County and adjacent areas of the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck since 1896

SSentinel com

Business directory ... B2
Church  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A4
C lass i f i eds  . . . . . . . . . . . B2
Le t te r s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A3

L ib rar y  news  . . . . . . . . A2
Obi tuar ies . . . . . . . . . . . . .A5
Schoo l s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A5
Spor t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B1In

si
de

6
5
6
5
2
5

1
0
5
6
1

6

PAGE E A4 PAGE E A5 PAGE E A5

Vote at 
Rivahguide.com, pick 
up the July issue of 
The Rivah Visitor’s 
Guide, or find a 

ballot inside.

Deadline: 
July 13 by 5 p.m.

O
f 

T
he

Best

2020

by Tom Chillemi

M
ore than 80 boats 
turned out on 
Saturday, June 27, 
for a parade to 

support U.S. President Donald 
Trump. Many of the boats were 
decorated with multiple American 
flags, and some sported Trump 
flags, including ones depicting 
the 45th president’s image 
superimposed on a Rambo-style 
figure.

They circulated through 
Urbanna Creek before crossing 
the Rappahannock River and 
parading on Carter’s Creek in 
Lancaster County.

Parade organizer Lori Close 
of Richmond said she got the 
idea for the parade after learning 
that Urbanna would not have its 

traditional Independence Day 
boat parade, due to COVID-19. 
Close, who keeps her boat in 

Urbanna, said she and Nathan 
Karr put their heads together and 
decided it would be a great time to 

have a Trump parade. “In light of 
all of the horrible, ugly things that 
are going on in this country right 
now, we needed a breath of fresh 
air,” she said.

Close said she created 
Rappahannock River Trump 
Supporters on Facebook to 
promote a Trump parade “to show 
support for our president, who has 
his hands full right now.”

She wasn’t sure how many 
boats would turn out to join the 
Trump flotilla. She was nervous as 
she floated in the Rappahannock 
River waiting before the parade. 
Then passenger-laden boats 
festooned with American and 
Trump flags started to converge at 
the mouth of Urbanna Creek. “It 
was a very humbling moment,” 

Trump Flotilla Sets Sail
Eighty-boats converge in Urbanna, cruise Urbanna Creek, Rappahannock River

Scores of boaters (above) showing support for President Donald Trump parade on Urbanna Creek in Middlesex County on Saturday 

from on shore, but generally only in scattered handfuls.                                                     (Photos by Tom Chillemi and Trevor Batley)

Questions
swirl about 
noise from
gun range
MC supervisor reports
citizen concerned about
exploding targets’ noise,
safety near subdivision

by Larry Chowning

At the June 2 Middlesex County Board 
of Supervisors meeting, Saluda District 
Supervisor Pete Mansfield introduced a 
citizen’s complaint that Tannerite explosive 
targets were being used at a private gun range 
near an Urbanna subdivision.

Mansfield said a citizen from Laurel Hill 
subdivision near Urbanna voiced concern that 
Tannerite target explosions were creating high 
noise levels and unsafe living conditions. 

Mansfield requested that the board authorize 
county personnel to study whether or not 
Tannerite targets can be prohibited through the 
county’s noise or zoning ordinances.

Tannerite is a brand of “binary explosive” 
target used with high velocity bullets in long-
range (1,000-feet) firearm practice. Bullets 
and shells from regular rifles and shotguns will 
not explode the target, said Mansfield.

The targets are used primarily for automatic 
weapons in long range target practice 
situations. When the target explodes, it enables 
the shooter to be aware he has hit the target 
without having to walk the distance of the 
range to examine the target, said Mansfield.

He also said that the populated area outside 
of Urbanna is not a good location for the use of 
Tannerite explosive targets. “This is unsafe for 
homes and people living around it,” he said. 

(See Flotilla, Page A6)
(See Exploding, Page A2)

Marker: Enslaved men used lighthouse 

Tell us what you love about “the 
rivah.” 

Whether you’re a full-time resident, 
have a second home here or are just 
passing through, we want to know 
what hidden gem you appreciate. 
Where do you like to shop, dine and 
relax? Who do you go fishing with, 
where do you dock your boat and what 
hotel/B&B or campground do you 
choose?

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide is 
accepting votes for its 2020 Best of 
the Rivah contest with winners to 
be announced in the August issue. 
Voting is open to everyone but limited 
to businesses and sites in our eight-
county coverage area in the Middle 
Peninsula and Northern Neck. 

There are 38 categories and voters 
can choose to nominate their favorites 
in as many as they wish. Among the 
categories are best nautical gift shop, 

best rivah realtor, best crab soup, best 
winery, best place for a date and best 
waterfront restaurant. 

Now, more than ever, your favorite 
small business needs your support and 
your vote! 

As a bonus, all entrants will be 
entered into a drawing for a chance 
to win a $50 gift certificate to their 
favorite Rivah business. 

Nominations must be received by 5 
p.m. Monday, July 13.

There are three ways to vote. 
Ballots may be completed at www.
RivahGuide.com. You may also pick 
up a July Rivah Visitor’s Guide, 
fill out a ballot and mail it to The 
Rivah Visitor’s Guide, P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 or drop it by 
the Southside Sentinel, 276 Virginia 
Street, Urbanna or the Rappahannock 
Record, 27 N. Main St., Kilmarnock.

A ballot also appears on page A6.

Best of the Rivah  ballots due July 13Wake resident

turns 95; given

birthday parade

by Larry Chowning

Along with 19 other newly approved 
Virginia historical highway markers celebrating 
African-American history, Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced last week that a historical “Stingray 
Point Contraband” highway marker will be 
placed in Deltaville, alongside General Puller 
Highway (Route 33), 1.8 miles west of where 
the original lighthouse was located.

The marker speaks to six enslaved men who 
used the abandoned Stingray Point Lighthouse 
building during the Civil War as a safe house 
while waiting to catch a Union ship allowing 
them to escape slavery and join the Union army.

The marker will state that “Alexander 
Franklin, David Harris, and John, Miles, Peter 
and Samuel Hunter, fearing impressment into 
Confederate service, sought refuge in the 

Stingray Point Lighthouse near here on 15 July 
1861 and hailed the (Union ship) USS Mount 
Vernon.

“Similar escapes followed, The U.S. 
Secretary of Navy, following the contraband 
theory established at Fort Monroe, authorized 
the employment of self-emancipated men and, 
in Sept. 1861, approved their enlistment in the 
U.S. Navy, nearly a year before black men could 
enlist in the U.S. Army.” 

The marker was sponsored by Middle 
Peninsula African-American Genealogical and 
Historical Society (MPAAGHS) that in 2005 
co-sponsored, with the James River Blues 
Society, a highway marker for blues musician 
William Moore in Tappahannock.

David Harris was a slave from Middlesex 
County. The story of Stingray Point Contraband 
was brought to the group’s attention by Davaline 

Taliaferro, great-granddaughter of Harris, said 
MPAAGHS co-founder and president, Bessida 
Cauthorne White.

Taliaferro, a Middlesex County native who 
spent most of her adult life in Washington, 
D.C., now lives in Deltaville. The story of 
Harris’ escape to freedom was passed down 
through family oral history.

“All of my life I have known about David 
Harris’ escape from Stingray Point and his 
service in the U.S. Navy; however I only learned 
the national significance of this in recent years 
from David Harris’ Civil War pension files, 
the official naval records, and other sources,” 
Taliaferro said in an interview with White.

Taliaferro spent countless hours pouring 
over official naval records, census and vital 

The Stingray Point Lighthouse, constructed 
in 1858 and dismantled in 1965 to make way 
for a modern light, was used by Middlesex 
County African-American slaves as an 
avenue to freedom. This is a 1920s view of it. 
(Courtesy Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum)

Evaleigh Estes(See Birthday, Page A2)

(See Lighthouse, Page A2)
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Apply Online Now
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

� Extra income
� Flexible hours
� Weekly pay
� PPE Provided

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Thousands of jobs are available 

nationwide. 

Help support your community — 

be a census taker.

Protecting health and safety 
is our top priority.

Michael Knez, who was 
quoted in last week’s “Keeping 
Awareness Alive,” said more 
of his comments should have 
been included in the story.

The following is what he 
presented via email last week 
as a more detailed explanation 
of why he organized the June 
20 Saluda racial justice vigil. 
“We do not want the fire to 
die,” Knez said. “We want to 
keep the fire alive. This vigil is 
like a farmer watching at night 
to see that the fox doesn’t get 
in the hen house. It is like after 
a death when we gather in 
grief but also in hope.” 

He continued, “It is also a 
political statement that we will 
be advocating to make sure 
that there is real change. We 
want to make a better nation 
and that we are not going 
anywhere.”   

Knez also referred to what 
Dr. Carey Latimore said in 
his interview, “The History of 
Juneteenth and Emancipation: 
What Does it Mean Today?” 
(https://www.youtube.com/
w a t c h ? v = U X X y D R M -
GUw). He said that African 
Americans are still waiting 
on the promise that was made 
to the emancipated people on 
Juneteenth and if that promise 
has not been kept to African 
Americans it has not been 
kept to all Americans. Knez 
said that the theme of the vigil 
was “Black Lives More than 
Matter.” He added that there 
would be more Middlesex 
County vigils to come.

•••
The June 4 story about the 

proposed 2020-2021 Urbanna 
budget contained an error. The 
2020 State Fair of Virginia 

has not been cancelled due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, 
State Fair of Virginia 
Communications Director 
Pam Wiley said via email last 
week. “While the Meadow 
Event Park recently has been 
closed in accordance with state 
health guidelines, no decision 
has been made or announced 
yet about the 2020 State Fair,” 
Wiley added. “That will be 
determined later this summer.”

The State Fair of Virginia 
website states that the state 
fair is still on schedule for 
Sept. 25 through Oct. 4. “We 
are carefully following the 
directives of local and national 
health agencies, monitoring 
the COVID-19 public health 
situation, and weighing the 
potential impacts of holding 
the fair. We anticipate updates 
in mid to late July.”

clarifications / corrections

by Carrie Dos Santos

Independence Day will be 
celebrated across this country 
this weekend. Undoubtedly, 
celebrations will look very 
different than in past years. 
With the increased emphasis 
on smaller, safer gatherings, 
this may be an ideal opportu-
nity to learn a bit more about 
the events surrounding the 
founding of the United States 
of America. The Middlesex 
County Public Library system 
has several recently published 
history books that focus on the 
American Revolution. These 
books are sure to bring an 
added perspective and appre-
ciation to a reader’s understand-
ing of the Fourth of July. All of 
the books below are available 
for checkout.   

First, in the book “Valley 
Forge,” authors Bob Drury and 
Thomas Clavin tell the story of 
the bitter winter spent by the 
Continental Army in Valley 
Forge, Pa. Drury and Clavin 

show how that time contrib-
uted to turning the tide in the 
American Revolution towards 
the patriots and independence 
from Britain.

Next, “The First Conspiracy: 
The Secret Plot to Kill George 
Washington,” by Brad Melt-
zer and Josh Mensch, recounts 
the deadly plot to assassinate 
Washington and how it was 
foiled. Conspirators included 
the governor of a colony, the 
mayor of a major colonial city, 
and even members of Washing-
ton’s own bodyguard crew.

The first in a new histori-
cal trilogy, Rick Atkinson’s 
“The British Are Coming: The 
War for America, Lexington to 
Princeton, 1775-1777” details 
the beginning of the American 
Revolution. Rather than a list of 
military movements, Atkinson 
provides a very human view of 
the early battles, and shares per-
spectives from both sides of the 
conflicts.

Finally, the newest book in 
the Library’s collection on the 

American Revolution is “John 
Adams Under Fire: The Found-
ing Father’s Fight for Justice in 
the Boston Massacre Murder 
Trial” by Dan Abrams. Abrams 
recounts the trial of the British 
soldiers involved in the Boston 
Massacre. Adams, as a young 
lawyer, volunteered to repre-
sent the British soldiers, and by 
doing so, profoundly influenced 
the formation of law and order 
in the new United States. 

May everyone have a peace-
ful and healthy Independence 
Day celebration. And call or 
come to the library’s Deltaville 
or Urbanna branches if you 
wish to learn more about the 
founding of the United States, 
or any other topic that inter-
ests you. The branches have 
resumed their regular hours of 
operation and the public is wel-
come.

(Carrie Dos Santos is the 
Middlesex County Public 
Library system executive direc-
tor. Her email address is cdos-
santos0901@gmail.com.)

Now is good time to read 
books on founding of U.S.

middlesex library news

“The area is too small for long range gun ranges.”
County Attorney Heather Lewis said that this is a “complicated issue” and 

before supervisors act on anything involving Tannerite targets “it needs to be 
navigated carefully,” she said.

She suggested that the first thing that needs to be done is to contact 
Middlesex County Sheriff David Bushey. “We need to talk to the sheriff and 
see what he thinks,” she said.

The board agreed that Tannerite targets could be a problem for Middlesex 
County and the matter needs to be “investigated” and “talked about at a later 
date.”

Administrative Secretary Susan Traner said on Monday that she does not 
know if supervisors will bring the matter up at their July 7 regular monthly 
meeting.

passed with family and friends honking horns and some 
holding up birthday banners for the longtime county 
resident.

She will soon be leaving Middlesex, as her home for 
more than 60 years in Wake has been sold and she plans 
to move in with her daughter Karen in Mechanicsville, 
said another daughter, Lisa.

Evaleigh and her late husband John Estes moved to 
Middlesex in 1954 when the couple purchased the old 
Bristow bus line out of Deltaville. The early bus line had 
routes on the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck, and 
had pick-up points where passengers could wait for the 
bus that would carry them to West Point, Newport News 
and Richmond.       

In a 2008 interview for the Southside Sentinel 
“Vintage Years” publication, Evaleigh said that in the 
late 1950s, the couple realized most families were now 
driving themselves to Richmond and fewer passengers 
were using their buses.

“The Bristows saw the hand-writing on the wall before 
we did, and I guess that’s why they sold the business,” 
she said. “Everyone in the bus business was trying to 
figure out how to keep their buses on the road so I started 
running a few charter trips that eventually became the 
main part of our bus line.”

Many of the people who came on Sunday remember 
going on charter trips with the Estes family to the 1961 
World’s Fair in New York City, Luray Caverns in the 
mountains of Virginia and to plays, events and concerts 
up and down the East Coast.

Others remember Evaleigh working as Dr. Harold 
Felton’s nurse at his practice in Deltaville. Most 

remember her charming wit and sense of humor, said 
Lisa. 

“My mother loves Middlesex and it has provided a 
good home for her and our family,” said Lisa. “She and 
my father worked hard to make a living here and they 
had a lot of fun doing it.”

John and Evaleigh raised four children in Middlesex 
— their sons, the late Johnny and the late Gary Estes, 
and daughters, Karen and Lisa.

Evaleigh was active in the county and served on the 
local American Red Cross Board and worked with Red 
Cross fund drives going door to door. She loved to act 
and played the maid in the 1957 “Middlesex Saga” play 
presented down on the waterfront in Urbanna in honor 
of the 350th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown.

In the 2008 interview she recalled working on the 
Miss Middlesex Pageant in the late 1950s. She said 
the committee asked actor Arthur Godfrey to come 
and emcee the program, which was presented in the 
Rappanna Theater in Urbanna.

“He wrote back that he would love to come, but 
he was showing his horse Goldie in a horse show in 
Chicago. We read the telegram and the audience loved 
it,” she said.

A banner in the front yard near where Evaleigh was 
sitting under a tent expressed the sentiment of all who 
came, “We Love You Evaleigh, Happy Birthday.”

Her waves, and smiles to those driving by including 
a “thank you from the bottom of my heart” to every one 
who passed by speaks volumes to a life well-lived in 
Middlesex.

Thank you Evaleigh for the memories!

records, and other sources to learn 
about her great-grandfather and the 
other Stingray Point refugees, said 
White. She was unable to determine 
if any of the others returned to 
Middlesex.

Harris did return to Middlesex 
after the Civil War and lived the rest of 
his life in the Deltaville community. 
The family has Harris’ sword, Bible 
and Civil War ledger. Taliaferro says 
that these family possessions were 
always in the house in which she 
grew up, having been passed down 
by Harris and his wife Nancy Henry 
Harris to their daughter, Magdalene 
Harris Taliaferro, and her son Davies 
Taliaferro (Davaline’s grandmother 
and father). The Bible and the ledger 
have been digitized by the Library of 
Congress.

The Stingray Point Contraband 
marker application was prepared on 
behalf of MPAAGHS by White and 
Taliaferro. Tyler Radabaugh assisted 
by helping to find citations for 
some of the sources. The Middlesex 
Museum and Historical Society Inc. 
voiced its support for the Stingray 
Point marker.

In addition to Davaline Taliaferro, 
David Harris’ surviving great-
grandchildren are Gwathney 
Taliaferro, Barbara Taliaferro Foster, 
and Ceres Brooks Gillis, all of whom 
live in the Hampton Roads area. 
Great-great-grandchildren living 
in Middlesex County are Camilla 
Sutherlin, Aaron Sutherlin and Joan 
Harris Oppie.

MPAAGHS has also identified the 
site of the Rappahannock Industrial 
Academy in Essex, and the 1923 
lynching site of Horace Carter in 

King and Queen County as potential 
historic road sign sites.

The group is currently researching 
the lives of the other five Stingray 
Point sailors and searching for their 
present-day descendants. Also on tap 
are plans to restore the Harris family 
cemetery where David Harris, his 
wife, and other family members are 
buried.

For information on the Stingray 
Point Lighthouse story, see Davaline 
Taliaferro’s essay, “Slave, Contraband 
Sailor, Citizen — Middlesex County, 
VA” on the MPAAGHS website at 
http://mpaagenealogicalsociety.org/
slaverycivilwar.html

The other 19 signs and locations 
are Charlotte Harris Lynched 6 
March 1878, City of Harrisonburg; 
African-American community of 
Bristow, Clarke County; Burrell 
Memorial Hospital, City of 
Roanoke; John Chilembwe, City 
of Lynchburg; Spy Hill African-
American Cemetery, King George 
County; Sunset Hill School, Town 
of Strasburg; Campbell County 
Training School, Campbell County; 
Prospect Public School, Scott 
County; Calvin Collidge Green, 
New Kent County; Central Lunatic 
Asylum, City of Richmond; 
Central State Hospital Cemetery, 
Dinwiddie County; Little Zion 
Baptist Church, Orange County; The 
African Preacher, Nottoway County; 
Westwood Baptist Church, City of 
Richmond; Barbara Rose Johns, 
Prince Edward County; Camilla 
Ella Williams, City of Danville; Ona 
Judge, Fairfax County; Wyatt Tee 
Walker, City of Petersburg; and Sgt. 
William H. Carney, City of Norfolk.

Exploding . . . (Continued from Page A1)
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